The Old, Old Story

There was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemas, a ruler of the Jews.  This man came to Jesus by night and said to Him, “Rabbi, we know that You are a teacher come from God; for no one can do these signs that You do unless God is with him.”  Jesus answered and said to him, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” … … … “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.” … … … “Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’” … … … “And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.  For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.”  John 3:1-16

The gospel is ‘The Old, Old Story’ – promised/ foreshadowed in Genesis (3:15) and the rest of the Old Testament, confirmed in Jesus Christ - still bringing the power of salvation today to any who will believe (Romans 1:16)!  We MUST be born again – as Nicodemas was (John 7:50) 

In John 3:14, Jesus uses the analogy of Moses lifting up the bronze serpent in the wilderness – Numbers 21:4-9 … some lessons from that:

1. Times of trouble are inevitable …

2. Rather than become discouraged and COMPLAIN, we need to encourage ourselves in the Lord – see I Samuel 30:6 …

3. God may use many different means to get our attention … He used snakes in this instance …

4. God’s remedy was a LOOK at the bronze serpent …

The gospel, then:

1. The ‘serpent’ on a pole – see II Corinthians 5:21 …

2. Jesus was lifted up on the cross – just like the bronze serpent  …

3. If you feel the ‘bite’ of sin, you’ll be motivated to look to the cross …

4. All it takes is a ‘look’ – FAITH –  no works involved …

A video clip that illustrates God giving His Son Jesus Christ for us …

If a man has a soul – and he has – and if that soul can be won or lost for eternity – and it can – then the most important thing in the world is to bring that man to Jesus Christ. Unknown 

God hath given to man a short time here upon earth, and yet upon this short time eternity depends.  Jeremy Taylor

Closing invitation …

